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Good evening and Merry Christmas.   

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

The Gospel passage that we heard echoes the Genesis story starting with… “In the 

beginning.”  We use words to communicate thoughts and ideas.  In this first 

incarnation, God is communicating a deep timeless love for humanity.  He loves 

us, not only through the stories of Sacred Scripture, but through His creation and 

the stories of our life.   Our Gospels are filled with Jesus reminding us to be alert, 

stay awake and listen.  To hear the Sacred is an ability refined over a lifetime.   

 

One of the scenes depicted at Christmas is that of the shepherd caring for his flock.  

I like the image of the shepherd working in the dark of night.  The image works 

because our physical and spiritual sight are diminished without light and insight.  

In that darkness the shepherd leans back to look at the heavens.  He has done so for 

many years.  He has seen the wonders above.  He has seen streaks of light that are 

meteors along with comets.  He has wondered and pondered how the stars seem to 

move.   What is the meaning of it all? 

 

A shepherd listens.  He can tell if the goats and sheep are startled by the sound of 

their movement.  The shepherd’s father taught him, and time has improved his 

skill.  Beside the fire, he drifts between the sight of the heavens above and 

slumber.  In that half-sleep he is listening for the flock but hears something more.  

Night language is the stuff of poets, mystics and lovers.  The shepherds were able 

to hear the good news proclaimed to them.  In Luke’s Gospel, the shepherds go to 

Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place.  Like the shepherd, we give 

attention to the voice that is Christ speaking in the movement of our life. 



Prayer allows us to pause and reflect on the things that have taken place not only in 

Bethlehem but within our own lives.  We are loved and our God speaks to us. 

 

 Fr. Henri Nouwen writes, “The root choice is to trust at all times that God is with 

you and will give you what you most need... God says to you, “I love you. I am 

with you. I want to see you come closer to me and experience the joy and peace of 

my presence. I want to give you a new heart and a new spirit. I want you to speak 

with my mouth, see with my eyes, hear with my ears, touch with my hands. All 

that is mine is yours. Just trust me and let me be your God.” Henri 

 

As the shepherds made haste to see the infant lying in the manger, we enter the 

inner room to see the same.  Jesus is revealed in the incarnation.  What gift! 

  

Henri goes on to say, “This is the voice to listen to. And that listening requires a 

real choice, not just once in a while but every moment of every day and night. It is 

you who decides what you think, say, and do.  But you always have a choice to 

think, speak, and act in the name of God and so move toward the Light, the Truth, 

and the Life.” Henri 

What came to be through him was life, 

and this light was the light of the human race; 

the light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

We are fortunate to know Christ, the Light of Our World, at this table.  We 

celebrate at Christmas a God who desires to draw closer; a God who is with us in 

all our moments.  That wonderous incarnation is the reason for our joy.  

Again… Merry Christmas to each of you and your families.  
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